
Israeli Shabbat 

Shabbat, April 29 
Shacharit 9:00 am 

Guest Speaker: Consul General Ziv Nevo Kulman 

Kiddush following services 

Beit Medrash for Women  

Please join Rabbi Yamin Benarroch 

   להיות עם חפשי בארצנו  
To be a free people in our land  
Tuesday April 25, 7:30 pm 

At the home of Bella Benarroch: 5711 Kincourt 

Hebrew Reading Class 

6 lessons starting Thursday May 11, 7:30 pm 
No charge 

Requirements for registration:  

name, e-mail, and phone number  
bethzion@bethzion.com 514-489-8411 

Jewish History Lecture Series 

Tuesday, May 9 
7:30 pm 

With Rabbi Perton 

Shabbtai Zvi: The False Messiah 

Annual Members Lag B’Omer BBQ 

Sunday, May 14 
5:00 — 8:00 pm 

At the home of Raizie and Rabbi Perton 

Free for all members 

Lost and Found 

Please note we will be cleaning the lost and found area.  
Any items not claimed by Monday, May 1st  

will be donated to MADA. 
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Rabbi  
Boruch Perton                          
rabbiperton@bethzion.com     
438-930-4174 
 
Founding Rabbi  
Sidney Shoham Z”L 
 
Chazan Sheni 
Yitzchok Rosenberg 
 
Youth Director 
Rabbi David Wallach 
 
President 
Earl Rosen 

 

~ 
Friday, April 21 
Candle Lighting 

7:30 pm 

 

Mincha and        

Kabbalat Shabbat 7:00 pm 

 

Earliest Shema   

Friday night 8:37 pm 

 

Latest Shema                              

Shabbat morning 9:25 am  

BARUCH HABA TO 

Sidney Zoltak who will share his story at 11:15  

 
MAZAL TOV TO   

Bonnie and Steve Farkas on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Leah Gittel.  

Proud parents, Sarah and Danny Farkas  
Proud grandparents,  

Bev Landen, Orit and Stan Zynoberg. 

 

Drs. Barbara and Bruce Mazer on the birth of 
their granddaughter, Ora Tehilla.  

Proud parents, Gila and Ariel Mazer  
Big brother Elisha Michael Mazer 

Proud grandparents,  
Rabbi and Mrs. Yitzhak Twersky  

and  
Proud great grandmother, Phyllis Mazer 

 
OUR APPRECIATION TO : 

 

Steve Farkas for leading Pesach day 7 services 
 and Bobby Shaul for leining  

 

Zvi Farkas and Rev. Yitzchok Rosenberg for 
leading Pesach day 8 services 
 and Bobby Shaul for leining  

 

Dr. Bruce Mazer for leading Shabbat services 
 and Bobby Shaul for leining  

Mvarchim Kiddush sponsored by 

Fagey and Simon Rossdeutscher and Judy and Harry Rossdeutscher 

SHABBAT BULLETIN SPONSORED BY 

HENRI BRONNER ET SA SŒUR LYDIA  

POUR LE YAHRTZEIT DE SON PERE 

 DAVID BEN CHALOM Z”L  

ET LA FIN DES SHLOSHIM DE SA MERE 

ESTHER FEIGEL BAT NOACH Z”L 

SHABBAT BULLETIN SPONSORED BY 

EARL ROSEN & FAMILY 

ON THE YAHRTZEIT OF HIS BROTHER 

SHELDON PHILIP ROSEN 

SHEPTAI FAIVEL BEN Y’RACHMIEL 

HAKOHEN Z”L 



Shabbat Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

April 22 April 23 April 24 April 25 April 26 April 27 April 28 

26 Nisan 27 Nisan 28 Nisan 29 Nisan 30 Nisan 1 Iyar 2 Iyar 

Omer 11 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9:00 am 
Shacharit 

Main Sanctuary 
 

9:00 am 
Shacharit 
Smiley           

Auditorium 
 

9:30 am 
Youth Minyan  

 
10:00 am 

Youth Groups  
 

11:15 am 
Survivor Shabbat 
Sidney Zoltak 

Omer 12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 am 
Yechiel Glustein 

Daf Yomi  
 

8:00 am 
Shacharit  

 
 

8:45 am  
Shacharit  

 
 
  

Omer 13 
Yom HaShoah 

 
 
 
 
 

6:15 am 
Shacharit  

 
 

Yechiel Glustein 
Daf Yomi 

 
 

8:00 am 
Shacharit  

Omer 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:25 am 
Shacharit  

 
 

Yechiel Glustein 
Daf Yomi 

 
 

8:00 am 
Shacharit  

Omer 15 
Rosh Chodesh 

 
 
 
 
 

6:05 am 
Shacharit  

 
 

Yechiel Glustein 
Daf Yomi 

 
 

7:45 am 
Shacharit  

Omer 16 
Rosh Chodesh 

 
 
 
 
 

6:05 am 
Shacharit  

 
 

Yechiel Glustein 
Daf Yomi 

 
 

7:45 am 
Shacharit  

Omer 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:25 am 
Shacharit  

 
 

Yechiel Glustein 
Daf Yomi 

 
 

8:00 am 
Shacharit  

6:30 pm 
Yechiel Glustein 

Daf Yomi  
 

7:00 pm 
Hilchot Tefillah 

Rabbi Michael Wolff 
 

7:30 pm 
Mincha 

Seudat Shlishit  
 

8:28 pm 
Maariv 

 
 
 
 

8:38 pm 
Shabbat ends 

7:40 pm 
Mincha/Ma’ariv 

7:20 pm 
Duplicate Bridge 

 
7:40 pm 

Mincha/Ma’ariv 
 

 8:00 pm 
Gmara Shabbat 

Shiur 
 
  

7:30 pm 
Beit Medrash for 

Women 
 

7:40 pm 
Mincha/Ma’ariv 

 
 

7:40 pm 
Mincha/Ma’ariv 

 
8:00 pm 
Shiur  

Rabbi Gimple 

7:40 pm 
Mincha/Ma’ariv 

 
 

7:00 pm 
Mincha and  
Kabbalat   
Shabbat 

 
 
 
 

7:39 pm 
Candle Lighting 

 
 

Today sponsored by 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Allan Fainman 

In memory of  
Allan’s mother 
Bella Fainman  

Z”L 

Mvarchim Iyar 
Molad: Wednesday 

April 26  
7:48 am and 
11 chalakim 

          Prior to the festival of Passover, we read Parshat Tzav, when Moses completed the seven days of       

preparation of the first collective House of Worship, the Tabernacle .  

          Aaron and his sons were consecrated as priests on the eighth day of the festival celebrating the            

consecration of the sanctuary and the creation of the priesthood in Israel.  The Talmud says that this day was as 

joyous to God as the day that heaven and earth were created. 

What the ceremony illustrated was the priesthood would be passed down from father to son, this which was not 

granted to Moses, whose sons did not inherit his role as a teacher of the Torah and commandments.  It is           

interesting to note that on this very special day, Aaron’s two eldest sons died in the Sanctuary as we read in 

Leviticus 16:1, “when they drew near before the Lord, and died.” In Shemini, we are told that the reason they 

were punished for their deed was due to the following fact: “They presented illicit fire before God, which he did 

not command them.” Is it not true that they intended to worship the God of Israel? In no way is their sin      

comparable to that of the golden calf! Yet, just as people died as a punishment for their worship of this golden 

calf, as recounted in Exodus 32, two of Aaron’s sons die as a result of their worship of God. Yeshayahu 

Leibowitz questions the meaning of this “illicit fire” that Nadav and Avihu offered to God.  He comments that 

if we read the words as written, without any punctuation, the implication is that they did something that they 

were not commanded. Does a person deserve the death penalty simply for doing something he was not        

commanded to do? Leibowitz explains that the masorah, the vowels and cantillation added to the biblical text 

in the Geonic era, offers a certain hint: the word not (lo in the Hebrew), in the phrase “did not command,” has 

an extremely rare cantillation sign called the merkha kefulah, placing a special emphasis on the word. On that 

basis, some of the commentators understood the sentence to mean “illicit fire which He commanded them not 

to bring”. In other words, their act was not one about which they were not commanded at all, but was one that 

violated a specific order for them not to act as they did. But, Leibowitz continues that this interpretation may be 

drash, taking us beyond the simple sense of the words  (the pshat in the Hebrew).  The literal meaning may be 

more profound in that it was possible for a person to be drawn to regard a calf as God, even when his intention 

was, in fact, to worship God. In the same way, the worship of God itself when not performed with one’s   

awareness that he is obeying an order of God, rather because of an internal drive to serve God is idolatry. This 

is true even if the individual’s intentions are to serve God. Faith, Leibowitz concurs, is expressed in the acts 

that man does because of his awareness of his obligation to do them, and not because of an internal urge even 

when he intends to worship God, but he derives satisfaction for himself by this act of worship. That is illicit 

fire. And those who offered such fire, in this case, the first priests in the line beginning with Aaron and did so in 

the Sanctuary were punished as if they had committed idolatry. We, as Jews, should not transform the worship 

of God into a means to satisfy our inner urges, but should focus on satisfying what is good and right in the eyes 

of God. 

 

          The Midrash offers alternate explanations, to why Nadav and Avihu were punished so severely. They 

explain that they longed for a position of authority which the Midrash deduces from the fact that they were  

described as walking behind Moses and Aaron (Exodus 24:9), as if waiting for their elders to die so that they 

could assume the mantle of leadership. Perhaps the Torah’s statement that they had no children indicates that 

they were punished in a fitting matter. They were so anxious to inherit leadership positions that they did not 

even leave behind children to perpetuate their own names. Another reason offered by the Midrashim, is that 

their failure to marry and found a family is also in line with the punishment meted out to them, that is to say 

they died without children. They died because they failed to keep the commandment of being fruitful and    

multiplying. The element of illicit or strange fire accounts merely for the fact that they died by fire, their death 

itself being due to other causes         Prepared by Devorah Abenhaim 
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HERTZ p.443 Haftarah p.454 ~ Stone p.588 Haftarah p.1168  


