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December 23 - 29, 2017 
5 - 11 Tevet 5778 
Parshat Vayigash 

 
Rabbi  
Boruch Perton                          
rabbiperton@bethzion.com  
438-930-4174 
 
Founding Rabbi  
Sidney Shoham Z”L 
 
Chazan Sheni Emeritus  
Yitzchok Rosenberg 
 
Youth Director 
Rabbi David Wallach 
 
President 
Shlomo Benarroch 

IN APPRECIATION TO 
Yosef Dov Robinson 

for leading services  
and  

Bobby Shaul  
for leining 

—————–————————————————— 

 
MAZAL TOV TO 

Bernice Eidelman 
on the birth of her great–grandson 

Isaac Mordecai Leib 
son of  

Shoshana & Dr. Daniel Ellis 
Grandson of  

Brigitte & Dr. David Eidelman  
and Devorah & Dr. Meir Ellis 

 
Margaret & David Ronis 

on the engagement of  
their daughter 

Aliza 
to 

Michael 
son of  

Shoula Amar & Moise Hadid 
 

Dovena & Myer Hart 
 on their 65th wedding anniversary 

 
———————————————————— 

CONDOLENCES TO 
Elaine Zweig 

on the passing of her husband 
Howard Zweig Z”L 

1 Place Sidney Shoham Place H4W 0B9 514-489-8411  
514-489-3151 (fax) www.bethzion.com bethzion@bethzion.com 

Friday, December 22 

 

Candle Lighting  

3:56 pm 
 

Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat 

4:05 pm 

 

Earliest Shema Friday night 

5:05 pm 

 

Latest Shema Shabbat morning 

9:43 am  

NAVI CLASS 
SPONSORED BY 

Nina Rabih 
In memory of her father, 

Ovadia Hallak Z”L  
 

—————————————————

SHABBAT KIDDUSH 
SPONSORED BY 

Judy & Harry  
Rossdeutscher 

and  
Fagey & Simon 
Rossdeutscher 

Shabbat Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

December 23 December 24 December 25 December 26 December 27 December 28 December 29 

5 Tevet 6 Tevet 7 Tevet 8 Tevet 9 Tevet 10 Tevet 11 Tevet 

 
 

9:00 am 
Shacharit 

Main Sanctuary 
Sermon  

Rabbi Perton 
“Jerusalem, 

Israel’s Eternal 
Capital” 

 
9:30 am 

Youth Minyan 
 

10:00 am 
Youth Groups  

 
 

7:00 am 
Yechiel Glustein 
Daf Yomi  

 
8:00 am 
Shacharit  

 
 

8:45 am  
Shacharit  

 
 

Statutory  
Holiday 

 
7:00 am 
Shacharit  

 
 

Yechiel Glustein 
Daf Yomi 

 
 

8:00 am 
Shacharit  

Boxing Day 
 

6:25 am 
Shacharit  

 
 

Yechiel Glustein 
Daf Yomi 

 
 

8:00 am 
Shacharit  

 
 

6:25 am 
Shacharit  

 
 

Yechiel Glustein 
Daf Yomi 

 
 

8:00 am 
Shacharit  

Asara B’Tevet 
 

6:10 am 
Fast Starts 

 
6:05 am 
Shacharit  

 
 

Yechiel Glustein 
Daf Yomi 

 
 

7:45 am 
Shacharit  

 
 

6:25 am 
Shacharit  

 
 

Yechiel Glustein 
Daf Yomi 

 
 

8:00 am 
Shacharit  

3:25 pm 
Hilchot Tefillah 

Rabbi  
Michael Wolff 

 
3:55 pm 
Mincha 

Seudah Shlishit  
 

4:55 pm 
Maariv 

 
5:05 pm 

Shabbat ends 
 
 
 
 

5:20 pm 
Yechiel Glustein 
Daf Yomi 

4:05 pm 
Mincha/Ma’ariv 

4:05 pm 
Mincha/Ma’ariv 

 
8:00 pm 
Shiur 

Gmara Shabbat  

4:05 pm 
Mincha/Ma’ariv 

 
 

4:05 pm 
Mincha/Ma’ariv 

 
8:00 pm 
Shiur  

Rabbi Gimple 
 
 

3:50 pm 
Mincha/Ma’ariv 

 
4:53 pm 
Fast ends 

4:00 pm 
Candle Lighting 

 
 
 
 

4:10 pm 
Mincha and  
Kabbalat   
Shabbat 

 
7:15 pm 
Navi Class 

 

SPONSOR OF 
THE DAY 

Paula & Morris 
Trefler 

Happy Birthday 
to their  

granddaughter 
Ali Rachel 
Grundman 

SPONSOR OF 
THE DAY 
Sandra & Ira 
Robinson 

In memory of  
her father 
 Aaron  

Moskovitz 
Aharon ben 
Moshe 

Yitzchok Z”L 

SPONSOR OF 
THE DAY 
Dovena &  
Myer Hart 

In honour of  
their anniversary 



In this weeks Parsha we learn of the reunion of Jacob with his beloved son Yosef. Yosef had become ele-
vated to a position of ruler ship second only to Pharaoh. When his brothers emigrated from the land of Ca-
naan with their father, Yosef knew that Pharaoh would call for them. He advised them how to answer Phar-
aoh who would ask them what their occupation was. What was his advice? He told them to say that they 
were herdsman. This would insure that they would be given the good grazing land of Goshen to live on. 
Good grazing land for herdsman? This sounds as if they were being given deferential treatment in their new 
host country. In actual fact the sons of Yaakov were being separated from the local population. They would 
be despised as herdsman since the Egyptians worshipped sheep as gods. In what way then, was Yosef's 
advise beneficial to his brothers? 
Rabbi Dovid Green relates the following: "Dr. Asher Wade tells a very interesting story which sheds light on 
our question. Dr. Wade’s extensive Holocaust studies have made him a key lecturer at Yad V’shem, He 
notes that he finds it intriguing to note the reactions many people have to his mode of dress which is that of 
a Chasidic Jew. In his story he describes how a young woman paused as she made her way past him. She 
looked at him with tremendous disdain and jadedly accused him saying “it’s people like YOU who caused 
the Holocaust to happen”. She based her statement on the premise that being different makes others hate 
you. That of course makes assimilation the best defense against anti-Semitism. He simply asked her in 
return, “tell me, where did the Nazi hatred start? In Eastern Europe where so many Jews were still strongly 
identifiable as Jews, or in Austria and Germany where the Jews were largely assimilated?” She stood there, 
taking a moment longer to think than she had the first time she spoke. She then quickly continued down the 
isle saying “well, you just leave me alone and I’ll do the same for you,” which sounds very much like: “don’t 
confuse me with the facts, I’ve made up my mind!” We learn that when the time for the exodus from Egypt 
came, 210 years after Jacob arrived, the Children of Israel had become barely recognizable as a separate 
nation. Slavery and oppression had taken it’s toll. The only aspects which had been retained to distinguish 
them from their Egyptian neighbors were their uniquely Jewish style of dress, their Hebrew language, and 
their continued use of Jewish names. All other aspects of Egyptian life, among them idol worship and the 
laxity in performing circumcision, had slowly washed away their Jewish identity. Though the family of  
Yaakov came to Egypt to escape the raging famine which was then devastating Canaan and the  
surrounding area, the Egyptian society was not theirs. Through the advise to his brothers, Yosef was  
actually insuring the continuity of all future Jewish generations until today. If the original tiny settlement of 
70 Jews had been welcomed and settled in the heart of Egyptian culture and norms from day one, how 
long would it have taken for them to have assimilated completely, disappearing as Jews altogether? Yosef, 
with his foresight and caring for the future of G-d’s nation, saw what steps to take and followed through. 
Yes, his family would be separate and distinct. Yes, they would be hated. They would also make it to the 
end of the Egyptian exile with the last vestiges of their identity intact, namely their Jewish names and mode 
of dress. The existence of a last tiny flame of Jewish identity insured that there was a nation left to be taken 
out of bondage. That tiny flame would later be ignited into a glorious torch through the giving of the Torah. It 
may have appeared at the time that Yosef was the hater. In actuality he had expressed the greatest love 
through his seemingly strange advise. Without Yosef having arranged that they would be distinct, they 
would surely have been loved…to death through assimilation. 
                                                                                                                   Prepared by Devorah Abenhaim 
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Friday Night Navi Class 
 

Led by Rabbi Perton at his home  

5623 Melling Ave.,  

at 7:15 pm 

 

  December 22 is sponsored by   

Nina Rabih 

In memory of her father, 

Ovadia Hallak Z”L 
 

$36 sponsorship opportunities available    

Please Note that the office will be closed 

Monday, December 25 

and  

Tuesday, December 26 

ASARA B’TEVET 

The 10th of Tevet will fall this year on Thursday, December 28 

Fast begins at 6:10 am and ends at 4:53 pm 

 

The fast of the 10th Tevet commemorates three occurrences that befell the Jewish people; on the 8th Tevet the Torah 
was translated into Greek and, the sages say, this was as calamitous for the Jewish nation as the day of the making 
of the golden calf. On the 9th of Tevet, Ezra and Nechemia, leaders of the Jewish people's return to the Land of Israel 
from Babylon and builders of the second Temple died; an irreplaceable loss. On the tenth of Tevet, Nevuchadnetzer, 
king of Babylon began his three year siege of Jerusalem, resulting in the destruction of the first Temple. 
  From jewishmag.com 
 

The Tenth of Tevet is one of the four fast days that commemorate dark times in Jewish history. The others are Tisha 
B'Av (the day of the destruction of both Temples in Jerusalem), the 17th of Tammuz (the day of the breaching of the 
defensive wall of Jerusalem by Titus and the Roman legions in 70 CE), and the third of Tishrei (the day that marks the 
assassination of the Babylonian-appointed Jewish governor of Judah, Gedaliah ben Achikam. He was actually killed 
on Rosh Hashanah but the fast day was advanced to the day after Rosh Hashanah because of the holiday).The Tenth 
of Tevet marks the onset of the siege of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Babylonia, and the beginning of 
the battle that ultimately destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple of Solomon, and sent the Jews into the 70-year  
Babylonian Exile. The date of the Tenth of Tevet is recorded for us by the prophet Yechezkel, who himself was  
already in Babylonia as part of the first group of Jews exiled there by Nebuchadnezzar, 11 years earlier than the  
actual destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem itself. 
The Tenth of Tevet is viewed as such a severe and important fast day that it is observed even if it falls on a  
Friday (erev Shabbat), unlike all our other fasts.  From aish.com 

 
The Chief Rabbinate of Israel chose to observe the Tenth of Tevet as a "general kaddish day" (yom hakaddish  
ha'klalli) to allow the relatives of victims of the Holocaust, and whose yahrtzeits (anniversaries of their deaths) is 
unknown, to observe the traditional yahrtzeit practices for the deceased, including lighting a memorial candle,  
learning mishnayot and reciting the kaddish. According to the policy of the Chief Rabbinate in Israel, the memorial 
prayer is also recited in synagogues, after the reading of the Torah at the morning services. To some  
religious Jews, this day is preferable as a remembrance day to Yom HaShoah, since the latter occurs in the month 
of Nisan, in which mourning is traditionally prohibited.  From Wikipedia.org 

In appreciation to 
our numerous volunteers  
and Kollel Torah Mitzion  

ensuring the success of last week’s  
Shabbat Chanukah Dinner 


