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BESHALACH
January 19, 2019• 13 Shevat 5779
HERTZ p.265 Haftarah p. 281~ Stone p. 366 Haftarah p. 1152

In this week’s parshah, we read of the Israelites departure from Egypt. Pharaoh, the Torah tells us “had a change of
heart” (Exodus 14:5), and decides to pursue the Israelites. The Or Hachayyim comments that an interesting way of looking at
this is that when the news reached Pharaoh that the Israelites had “fled”, Pharaoh reconsidered his premise that the Israelite
G-d was all-knowing and all-powerful. This G-d apparently had been forced to use deception because he was not
omnipotent. This is why He kept His intention that the Israelites should depart permanently a secret up until now. The Torah
advisedly speaks of the “levav”, a “dual heart” of Pharaoh undergoing a change. Pharaoh’s considerations were due to
conflicting feelings (i.e. two hearts). Originally, Pharaoh had thought that G-d was unable to orchestrate the Israelites’
exodus. Otherwise, Moses and Aaron would not have had to beg him to let the Israelites go. Next, Pharaoh convinced himself that G-d’s love for the Jewish people might only be temporary. In the meantime, Pharaoh had come to realize that his
estimate of G-d liking the Jewish people only temporarily had also been wrong. As a result of both considerations of telling
him to let the Israelites go, he had done so in the firm belief that there was nothing he could do to stop this process. Now, in
retrospect, he realized that he had been wrong after all about the fact that G-d had lacked the power to orchestrate the
Exodus without help from Pharaoh himself. This is why he decided to mount the pursuit.
Pharaoh’s army began their pursuit after the Israelites. The Israelites, seeing the Egyptians close behind them, became
frightened. They tell Moses in Exodus 14: 11-13 that they would have rather died in Egypt than in the desert, and that they
would have preferred to remain slaves than be killed by the Egyptians. Moses tells the Israelites not to worry, and that “G-d
will do battle for you” (Exodus 14:14). G-d responds to these events by asking Moses, “Why are you crying out to
me?” (Exodus 14:15). The Alshekh asks a flurry of questions about this verse: 1) why did G-d tell Moses not to cry out, when
it had been the people who had cried out, and not Moses? 2) Why did G-d not tell the people ‘do not be afraid?!’ instead of
‘keep moving!’ and afterwards that they should move? 3) The word ve-attah, and you, in v.15 and the word va-ani, and I,
inverse 17 seem unnecessary, especially since G-d had already said hineni, I am here? The Alshekh explains that Moses had
commenced praying, and had said “G-d will fight on your behalf.” G-d said why do you pray to Me? This implies that My
(G-d’s) children are NOT entitled to be saved except by an act of mercy. Let them display faith by marching on, before the
sea is split, and rights will save them! The ve-attah, and you, means that in case the children of Israel think that you can
perform miracles ONLY with the staff of G-d. He tells Moses that he should raise his hand over the sea and only then will it
be split. Moses was to divest himself of the staff at the moment. There is a tradition, the Alsekh explains, that the reason the
Egyptians chose to kill the Jewish babies by drowning was that they knew that the G-d of the Jews makes the punishment fit
the crime. At the same time, they knew of G-d’s oath not to bring on another deluge. They reasoned that by drowning the
Jewish baby boys, they could make themselves immune from retribution. G-d demonstrated that instead of His bringing on a
deluge, the Egyptians themselves would walk into the equivalent of an existing deluge. They had also seen in their
horoscope that the Jewish savior would meet his death through water. Therefore, they had decreed a watery death for
babies born around the time indicated by the horoscope. Once that date had passed, the decree had been cancelled, since
they had considered the potential Jewish savior as having met his death already. G-d was intent to demonstrate that, on the
contrary, the Jewish savior would be the one who would orchestrate the watery death of the Egyptian army. Had Moses split
the sea with the staff, no one would have known that it was Moses, the intended victim of the water, who had turned the
tables and had victimized the Egyptians be water. The miracle would simply have been ascribed to G-d’s rod, to the intrinsic
power of that instrument. In order for the Egyptians to commit the folly of pursuing Israel through the sea, several things
had to occur. Surely, the Egyptians seeing the miracle could not have assumed that it was FOR THEIR benefit. So why did
they out themselves at risk? Also, if they assumed that the splitting of the sea had NOT been a miracle, but a freak of nature,
how could they take a chance that it would last long enough for them to catch the Israelites, defeat them and herd them back
to Egypt? In addition to Moses’ hand and an act of faith by the Israelites who entered the water before it was split, an act of
G-d was needed to cause the Egyptians to expose themselves to the crushing waters when the time came. THIS act by G-d is
what He refers to in v.17, when it says as for me, i.e. va-ani, “here I will greatly strengthen the heart of Pharaoh.” G-d’s
contribution is the greatest, in that He will cause Pharaoh’s desire for revenge and loot to overcome his common sense, and
pursue Israel into the depth of the seabed. The rest of mankind will honor G-d, in turn, when they will reflect on how
Pharaoh’s punishment corresponded to his crime. The Egyptians, who will know that I am the merciful G-d, will be those
who had remained behind in Egypt, who had not been punished now, as they had not been as guilty as those who had
pursued Israel.
Prepared by Devorah Abenhaim

Navi Class

Super Bowl Party

Friday nights at 7:15 pm
at the home of
Raizie and Rabbi Boruch Perton
5623 Melling Ave.

Sunday, February 3

Taught by Rabbi Perton.
A $36 sponsorship per class may be made to
commemorate a yahrtzeit, a life cycle event, etc

Tu B’Shevat Seder
A Taste of Israel
Sunday January 20, 5:30 pm
Rabbi Perton is inviting you
to a celebration of
Tu B’Shevat.
Seder and Israeli style Dinner
Menu to include:
Shawarma, Falafel, Various Salads,
Bourekas and Assorted Dried Fruit
BYOB
Special Video Presentation

Come join us for our eighth annual
Super Bowl party!
Experience the big game on a large
screen with a high quality HD feed!
Enjoy some great Super Bowl food like,
wings, chili, hot dogs, beer and more!!!
Play Super Bowl games like squares
for a chance to win CASH!!!
You don't want to miss it.
Get your tickets today!!!
Early Bird Rate $25
Up to January 31
At the door $35
Student Rate $20
https://bethzion.shulcloud.com/event/
superbowl2019#

Chinese Shabbat Dinner
Friday, February 8

Volunteers Requested

Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat 5:00 pm
Chinese Shabbat Dinner 6:00 pm

Adults
Members $18 Non Members $20

price to be determined

Children under 12
Members $10 Non Members $12
Book Launch and Signing
"Quantum Cannibals"
by Nathan Elberg

Jewish Studies for Women
Resumes this Wednesday night at 7:30 pm
An in depth study of Parshat Lech Lecha
Given by Ora Rubinstein

Speed Dating
Thursday, February 14 7:30 pm
Open Bar and Light Snacks
Cover up to January 31:$25
Thereafter: $36
www.BZDATING.com

