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Friday, March 13 
 

Candle Lighting  

6:40 pm 

 

Mincha and  

Kabbalat Shabbat  

6:45 pm 

 

Earliest Friday  

Shema  

7:43 pm 

 

Latest Shema  

Shabbat AM  

10:06 am  

1 Place Sidney Shoham Place H4W 0B9 514-489-8411  
514-489-3151 (fax) www.bethzion.com bethzion@bethzion.com 

BULLETIN SPONSORS 

SHABBAT KIDDUSH  
 

Judy & Harry Rossdeutscher 
Fagey & Simon Rossdeutscher 

——————–——————————————— 

SPONSOR A DAY IN THE LIFE  
 

Adar 21 
Martin, Leah and Malka 

and families 
in memory of 

their beloved mother 
Reva Labow 
Rivka Rachael  

bat  
Yisrael Yakov v’Devorah Z”L 

 

Adar 22 
Jewel Shoham 

in memory of her mother 
Molly Naimer Z”L 

Joy & Moti Yunger 
in memory of his mother 
Serah bat Eliyahu Z”L 

RE Covid-19 

Please note that we are assessing the 

situation on a daily basis. 

♦ Daily minyanim will continue without  

interruption.  

♦ This week, bridge has been cancelled. 

♦ Rabbi Benarroch's Pesach class will be   

        done remotely via Zoom technology.  

♦ On Shabbat, the Torah will continue to be 

        paraded around the Sanctuary. Please don't 

        feel obligated to kiss the Torah.  
 

Wishing you continued health 
and a Shabbat Shalom! 

Shabbat Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

March 14 March 15 March 16 March 17 March 18 March 19 March 20 

18 Adar 19 Adar 20 Adar 21 Adar 22 Adar 23 Adar 24 Adar 

 
 

8:45 am 
Sefardi Minyan 

Chapel 
 

9:00 am 
Shacharit 

Main Sanctuary 
D’var Torah 
Rabbi Yamin 
Benarroch 

 
9:00 am 
Shacharit 
Smiley  

Auditorium 
 

9:30 am 
Youth Minyan 

 
10:00 am 

Youth Groups 

 
 

8:00 am 
Shacharit  

 
Yechiel Glustein 

Daf Yomi  
 
 

8:45 am 
Shacharit  

 
 

6:15 am 
Shacharit  

 
Yechiel Glustein 

Daf Yomi  
 
 

8:00 am 
Shacharit  

 
 

6:25 am 
Shacharit  

 
Yechiel Glustein 

Daf Yomi  
 
 

8:00 am 
Shacharit 

 
 

6:25 am 
Shacharit  

 
Yechiel Glustein 

Daf Yomi  
 
 

8:00 am 
Shacharit 

 
 

6:15 am 
Shacharit  

 
Yechiel Glustein 

Daf Yomi  
 
 

8:00 am 
Shacharit  

 
 

6:25 am 
Shacharit  

 
Yechiel Glustein 

Daf Yomi  
 
 

8:00 am 
Shacharit  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:49 pm 
Candle Lighting 

5:30 pm 
Yechiel 
Glustein 
Daf Yomi 

 
6:00 pm 

Mishneh Brurah - 
Laws of Shabbat 

Rabbi  
Michael Wolff 

 
6:30 pm 
Mincha 

Seudah Shlishit  
 

7:34 pm 
Maariv 

 
7:44 pm 

Shabbat ends 

6:50 pm 
Mincha/Ma’ariv 

 
 
 

7:45 pm 
Parshat 

Hashavua Shiur 
Yehuda Kops  

 
 

6:50 pm 
Mincha/Ma’ariv 

 
 
 
 
 

6:50 pm 
Mincha/Ma’ariv 

 
 
 
 
 

6:50 pm 
Mincha/Ma’ariv 

 
 
 
 

8:00 pm 
Shiur with  

Rabbi Gimple 

6:50 pm 
Mincha/Ma’ariv 

 
 
 
 
 

6:55 pm 
Mincha and  
Kabbalat   
Shabbat 

 
 
 



 

Mini Hilchot  
Pesach series 

with Rabbi Benarroch 
 

Mondays  
March 16, 23, 30 

 
Half hour  

after mincha. 
This week  

remotely via  
Zoom technology 

 

♦ Laws     
♦ Customs     

♦ Hagaddah      
♦ Insights into  

the holiday    

Please consider sharing your  pictures with Beth 

Zion. Pictures may be used in the Pillar the outside 

board, and other  promotional materials. 

Please send them to bethzion@bethzion.com or 

call the office 514-489-8411 to get the phone  

number to send via WhatsApp. 

Thank you 

Wednesday, April 1  

7:30 pm 

 

“Imaginary Witness” 

How Hollywood treats  

the Holocaust 
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   In this week’s parshah, we read of the interminable sin of the Israelites with their construction of the Golden Calf. Much 
work and study has gone into exploring this act, and we will look at some of the commentaries surrounding this issue, and 
what, in actuality, was the Israelites’ sin. 
  

            Judah Halevi explores this issue and states that the Israelites’ offence lay in the fashioning of an image which had 
been forbidden to them, and in attributing Divine sanctity to the product of their own desires and hands without being  
commanded to do so by God. In extenuation of their sin, Halevi explains that we should remember the lack of unanimity that 
preceded it and the fact that the worshippers of the Golden Calf constituted only 3,000 out of a mass of 600,000 persons. 
However, the excuse of the leaders who helped in fashioning the Golden Calf was that they did so for the purpose of  
distinguishing between the believer and disbeliever in order to put to death those caught actually worshipping it. Their  
culpability lay in leading the rebellion from the realm of thought into that of deed. Judah Halevi also attempts to analyze the 
role of Aaron in this whole ordeal, for as we know, he is considered blameworthy and was punished in connection to this 
sin. Halevi believes that the sin of the Israelites did not constitute a total repudiation of the service of He that brought them 
out of Egypt, but was rather a partial repudiation of some of God’s commands. The Almighty had warned them against  
making images, and they had made one instead of waiting. They themselves had no right to determine the mode of  
worship and make an altar and sacrifices in accordance with it. Their conduct can be compared to the parable of the fool 
who entered the doctor’s dispensary and himself prescribed the drugs, thereby killing the patients who would have been 
saved by being given the proper doses by the doctor himself. The people did not intend to commit idolatry but imagined 
thatthey were striving to worship the true God. For this reason, they applied to Aaron to translate their strivings into  
reality.  Their sin seems much more serious today because few indulge in actual worship of images as they did in those 
days. If instead they had built a house of worship to suit their own wishes, it would not have seemed so serious to us since 
we are accustomed today to build our own houses of worship and even maintain that the Divine presence rests on them. 
Were it not for the necessity in exile of keeping the community together, this conduct of ours would be forbidden just as it 
was in the days of the kings when they denounced those who made their own private places of worship which were called 
‘high places’. Pious kings tore them down in order to preserve the uniqueness of the house which god himself had chosen. 
In those days, images were not in themselves forbidden. As we may note from the Divine command to make the cherubim. 
Despite all this, and the death punishment of the 3,000 sinners, the manna did not stop, the pillar of fire continued to lead 
them, and the prophetic spirit persisted in their midst. The only thing that they were deprived of was the two tablets, which 
Moses broke and interceded with God to restore. These were restored, and that iniquity was expiated. 
  

             Nechama Leibowitz helps to clarify Halevi’s outlook and states that he maintains the legitimacy of the cherubim and 
the forbidden nature of the Golden Calf, which was derived solely from the express command of God Himself. Images were 
not in themselves reprehensible. The calf was forbidden because it was not made at the bidding of the Almighty. The  
cherubim were permitted because they were made in accordance with His wish. Man must not arbitrarily make his own 
laws, and create his own ritual. This must be determined strictly in accordance with Divine wishes.  
  

            One may question how the Israelites, who had heard the word of God himself, transgressed the command of making 
a graven image, and as a result, had to wander in the desert for 40 years. Rambam, in his Guide for the Perplexed,  
explains: It is not in the nature of man reared in slavery, in bricks and straw and the like, to wash his hands, as it were, of 
their dirt and suddenly rise up and fight with the progeny of Anak (the giants of Canaan).  God, in his wisdom, contrived that 
the Israelites wander in the wilderness until they had become schooled in courage, since it is well known that physical  
hardships toughen and the converse produces faintheartedness. A new generation was born which had not been  
accustomed to slavery and degradation. Leibowitz interjects that we therefore should not be astonished that the generation 
that had heard the voice of the living God and had received the commandment “thou shalt not make other gods besides Me” 
descended to the making of the Golden calf forty days later. One single religious experience, however profound, was not 
capable of changing the people from idol worshippers into monotheists.    
                                                                                                                                              Prepared by Devorah Abenhaim  


