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SPONSOR 

 

The Dascal and Engler 

families 

in memory of  

their parents 

Gerda & Lazar Dascal Z"“L 

 

Rikee Gutherz - Madoff  

in memory of 

her parents and  

grandfather 

Yosef Hillel ben Mordechai  

Fishel Z”L 

Shoinka bat Chaim Mendel  

HaCohen Z”L 

Chaim Mendel ben Leibish  

Ber HaCohen Z”L 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  SPONSOR A DAY 

 

 

  5 Shevat 

  Esther & Andre Zoldan 

  in memory 

  of his father 

  Jeno Zoldan Z”L 

 

 

  MAZAL TOV 

 

  Gittie & Ruby Cobrin 

  on their  

  65th wedding anniversary 

 
  CONDOLENCES 

 

  Frank Levine and family 

  on the passing 

  of his wife 

  Esther Levine Z”L 



VAERA 

January 16, 2021• 3 Shevat 5781 

HERTZ p.232 Haftarah p. 244 

Stone p. 318 Haftarah p. 1149  

 In this week's parshah we read of Hashem hardening Pharoah's heart, as the 

Torah states : "Va'ani Aksheh Es Lev Pharaoh…"(7:3) Many commentators ask 

why the 'bechira chofshit' - the free choice- of Pharaoh was taken away from 

him. Rashi explains that it was clear to Hashem that the teshuva - repentance of 

Pharaoh would not be b'lev shalem (sincere). If Pharaoh would have been given 

the choice, he would have attempted an insincere teshuva. At that point, to  

punish him would seem unfair to the world, yet such a teshuva would still not 

exempt him from punishment. Therefore, Hashem removed his free choice so 

that the world could recognize the truth and wonders of Hashem. Rashi further 

notes that in the first five plagues, the Torah says that Pharaoh himself  

hardened his own heart. Only in the last five makot is it written "Vayechezak  

Hashem es lev Pharaoh" - "Hashem hardened the heart of Pharaoh." Rabbi Mayer 

Lichtman explains that perhaps Rashi is saying that the proof that there  

wouldn't be sincerity with Pharaoh's teshuva or with the idolatrous nations in 

general is from the first five makot. Pharaoh had a good opportunity to change 

his wicked ways with the lessons and blows dealt to him and Mitzrayim in the 

first makot. By hardening his own heart – he proved his intention – his lev 

shalem was to hurt the Israelites. It was not for some economical or political  

excuse – it was a hatred that ran deep in his heart. When Hashem hardened his 

heart during the last five plagues, it was merely a result of Pharaoh's own  

hardening during the first makot. If Pharaoh would have done teshuva during 

the final makot, it would have been heartless and meaningless.  

 

Generally, the difficulty of making the right choice lies in one allowing the logic 

of mind to overcome the desire of the heart. When one continuously makes the 

correct choices, his heart moves to the right place. When one truly knows or is 

inclined to listen to the Dvar Hashem, it becomes more effortless to do what is 

right. As we grow in spirituality the test of bechira changes to higher levels. As 

Jewish people who have accepted Hashem's Laws,  we should all be able to try 

and comprehend the punishments doled out to Egypt and other nations, and try 

to elevate our hearts to serve Hashem as best we can. 

  

 

Prepared by Devorah Abenhaim 



SERVICE TIMES 

There are no minyanim at Beth Zion. 
 

Friday, January 15  

Candle Lighting 4:19 pm 

Shabbat, January 16  

Shabbat Ends 5:28 pm 
 
 

The following services will be on 
Zoom. 
Sunday, January 17  Mincha Ma'ariv 
at 4:30 pm. 

Monday to Thursday Ma'ariv only at 
6:00pm 
 

Zoom: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/86077732180?
pwd=Y3lIVmxtU2o5ODVMWVRMM
UJoYml2QT09 
Meeting ID: 860 7773 2180 
Passcode: 444278 
 
Friday, January 22  

Candle Lighting 4:29 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note as per the 
provincial government directive, 

the building will be closed  
 Saturday, January 9 until 

Monday, February 8 inclusive. 
 

Religious services will not  
be held in the 

building, and the office  
be closed. 

Please ensure you do not  
attend a pop up minyan  

under any circumstances. 
We are asking you to do this 

for your safety and the  
safety of others 

as the number of Covid-19  
casescontinues to increase  

on a daily basis 
 

You may reach 
Rabbi Benarroch at 514-758-0117 
or you may leave a message for 
Zev at 514-489-8411 extn. 31 or 

zev@bethzion.com 
or Jacqueline at 514-489-8411 

extn. 10 or 
bethzion@bethzion.com 

 
Stay safe and healthy! 

Please continue social distancing! 


