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SPONSOR 

 

Gerald Shechtman 

in memory of  

his wife 

Eleanor Shechtman Z”L 

and his father 

Nathan Shechtman Z"“L 

 

Jennifer & William Kogan 

 Samara and Nathaniel  

Elliott & Laura Silverman 

 Jacob and Michael  

in honour of 

their parents and  

grandparents 

Didi & Seymour Silverman's 

50th wedding anniversary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  SPONSOR A DAY 

 

 

  January 11 

  Paula & Morris Trefler 

  wishing Happy Birthday 

  to 

  their granddaughter 

  Gabriel Philip Heering 

 

 

  MAZAL TOV 

 

  Didi & Seymour Silverman 

  on their  

  50th wedding anniversary 

 

  SPEEDY RECOVERY 

 

  David Hazan  

 
 

 

 



SHEMOT 

January 9, 2021• 25 Tevet 5781 

HERTZ p.205 Haftarah p. 225 

Stone p. 292 Haftarah p. 1147  

  

 Why, out of all places, did God reveal himself to Moshe (Moses) through the burning bush 

- sneh (Exodus 3:2)? One possibility is that the experience seems to be a microcosm of 

God's ultimate revelation to the entire Jewish people. Note the similarity in sound between 

sneh and Sinai, the mountain where God speaks to the Jewish people. Indeed, the revelation 

at the sneh and Sinai occurred in the same place - the desert of Horev. Both unfolded 

through the medium of fire. At the sneh, it was a fire that was not consumed. (Exodus 3:2) 

At Sinai, it was a smoke that engulfed the entire mountain. (Exodus 19:18) 

 

There are other approaches that understand the sneh as symbolic either of Egypt or the 

Jewish people. On the one hand it was akin to Egypt. Just as it is difficult to remove the 

hand from a thorn bush without lacerating the skin, so was it impossible to escape the "thorn 

bush" known as Egypt without some amount of pain and suffering. (Mekhilta, beginning of 

Shemot) 

 

On the other hand, the sneh can be viewed as representative of the Jewish people. In Egypt, 

the Jews were stripped of all goods, feeling lowly, so low it was as if they were driven into 

the ground. The sneh is also simple without any fine branches or leaves and is so close to 

the ground. 

 

Rabbi Avi Weiss explains: "But the meaning of sneh that resonates most powerfully sees the 

sneh as symbolic, not of Sinai or of Egypt or of Israel, but of God. As long as Jews were  

enslaved, God could only reveal Himself in the lowly burning bush in the spirit of "I am with 

my people in their pain." God cannot be in comfort as long as His people are in distress. 

(Rashi quoting Tanhuma 14). And we, created in God's image, must emulate His ways. At 

times of suffering for our people, we must empathize with them. Empathy differs from  

sympathy. In sympathy I remain who I am and you remain who you are. The one feels for 

the other. Empathy means a merger of the two into one. Your pain is my pain, your  

suffering is my suffering and your joy is my joy. As we frequently hear of tragedies around 

the world, we dare not become desensitized to the horror which unfolds. For many it is  

business as usual. The sneh teaches it shouldn't be this way. If God feels our anguish, so 

too should we feel the anguish of others. Only when feeling the pain will we, as God did 

here in the Book of Exodus, be impelled to act and do our share to bring relief and  

redemption to the suffering of our people."  

  

 

Prepared by Devorah Abenhaim 



SERVICE TIMES 

Shabbat 

Friday, January 8 

Candle Lighting 4:11 pm 

Mincha, Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv 

4:15 pm 

Ashkenaz Minyan in Main Sanctuary 

Sefardi Minyan in Smiley Auditorium  

 

 

Shabbat, January 9 

No Services 

 

Shabbat Mvarchim Shevat 

Molad Wednesday, January 13 5:35 and 3 

chalakim pm  
 

Shabbat ends 5:20 pm 

 

 

Balance of the Week 

There are no minyanim at Beth Zion. 

The following services will be on Zoom. 

Sunday, January 10  Mincha Ma'ariv at 

4:20 pm. 
Monday to Thursday Ma'ariv only at 

6:00pm 

 

Friday, January 15 

Candle Lighting 4:19 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note as per the 

provincial government directive, 

the building will be closed  

 Saturday, January 9 until 

Monday, February 8 inclusive. 

 

Religious services will not be held in the 

building, and the office will be closed. 

Please ensure you do not attend a 

pop up minyan under 

any circumstances. 

We are asking you to do this 

for your safety and the safety of others 

as the number of Covid-19 cases 

continues to increase on a daily basis 

 

You may reach 

Rabbi Benarroch at 514-758-0117 

or you may leave a message for 

Zev at 514-489-8411 extn. 31 or 

zev@bethzion.com 

or Jacqueline at 514-489-8411 extn. 10 or 

bethzion@bethzion.com 

 

Stay safe and healthy! 

Please continue social distancing! 


