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WEEKLY BULLETIN  
SPONSOR 

 
Leah & Alex Benedek 

Daisy & Chuck Millman 
and families 
on the birth 

of their grandson 
Avery James (Zisseh  

Arieh)  Benedek 
 

Laurence & Henri Bronner 
Lydia Rabinowich 

in memory of 
their father and father-in-law 

David Bronner Z"L 
 

SPONSOR A DAY IN THE LIFE 
 

24 Nisan 
Phyllis & Michael David 

in memory of 
his mother 

Olga David Z"L 
 

MAZAL TOV 
 

Birth 
Rachel & David Bensimon 

on the birth of their daughter 
granddaughter of 

Miriam & Eugene Grinker 
Betty & Shem Bensimon 

sister of 
Naomi and Daniella 

 
20th Anniversary 

Dana & Mick Guttman 
 

Engagement 
Esther & Steve Csillag 
on the engagement of 

their grandson 
Golan Sand 

son of  
Dalia & Baruch Sand 

to 
Keren Wechsler 

daughter of 
Tami & Eli Wechsler. 

 
 

IN APPRECIATION TO 
 

Gaby Mamane 
Jacob Silverman 

for leading services 
on Pesach VII 

Shabbat, April 3 
 

Shane Safran 
for his D'var Torah 

on Pesach VII 
Shabbat, April 3 

 
 

Bruce Mazer 
for leading services 

on Pesach VIII 
Sunday, April 4  

 
 

Bobby Shaul 
for leining  

 
 



Pesach Day 7   

HERTZ P.261  Maftir P.695  Haftarah P.1017  

STONE P.340  Maftir P.892  Haftarah P.1225 

 

Pesach Day 8   

HERTZ P.814  Maftir P.695  Haftarah P.1023  

STONE P.1018  Maftir P.892  Haftarah P.1226 

The Rambam, in his philosophical work the Moreh Nevuchim, (3:43) offers a reason for the Mitzvah of Sefirat 

Haomer, noting that Matan Torah was the goal of Yetzi’at Mitzrayim. The Rambam explains that we anxiously 

await our commemoration of Matan Torah (Shavuot) after we have commemorated Yetzi’at Mitzrayim on  

Pesach. Just as one who anticipates meeting a loved one counts the weeks and days until he sees him or her, so too 

we anxiously count the days and weeks until we will reenact Matan Torah on Shavuot.  

 

The Sefer HaChinuch (Mitzvah 306), though, poses a question on the Rambam’s explanation. He points out that 

someone anticipating meeting a loved one will count down the days until the appointed time. He will count five 

days until the meeting and then four days until the meeting, etc. We, however, do not count forty days until  

Shavuot, thirty- nine days until Shavuot, etc.; instead, we count upwards. According to the Rambam’s approach, 

we should have been counting down the time until Shavuot. The Chinuch answers that since the road to Shavuot 

is long, it would discourage us if we began counting forty-nine days until Shavuot. It is more palatable to  

commence the countdown by focusing on what we have “accomplished”, one day has passed, two days have 

passed, etc. Even when we get closer to Shavuot we continue to “count up” because we do not change counting 

style in the middle of the Sefira. 

 

The Rav notes that the approach of the Chinuch is reminiscent of a parable presented by the famed Dubner  

Maggid in another context. The Dubner Maggid was asked why in the past few centuries there have been  

Gedolim who have publicized their calculations when the Mashiach will arrive, if the Gemara (Sanhedrin 97b) 

specifically condemns those who make such calculations. The Dubner Maggid responded with a parable about a 

father and son who were taking a trip from Vilna to Warsaw. A few minutes after leaving Vilna the boy asked 

when should we get to Vilna. The father responded that the question was inappropriate. A few minutes later, the 

child again asked “are we there yet?”. The father again told him that it is inappropriate to pose this question and 

he asked the son to refrain from asking this question further.   

 

Hours later, the father asked the wagon driver how far they were from Vilna and the wagon driver responded. 

The son upon hearing his father’s question was puzzled. The son asked his father why when he asked the  

question how far they were from their destination he was rebuffed and yet the father posed the same question to 

the wagon driver. The father responded that when one is so far from his destination, it is not appropriate to  

inquire how far we are from the end of the trip. However, when one is drawing close to the end of the travel, then 

it is a relevant question to know when we expect to reach the destination. Similarly, said the Dubner Maggid, at 

the time of the Gemara it was inappropriate to speculate about the time of the arrival of the Mashiach because 

there was a long road ahead. In later generations, though, we are close to the arrival of the Mashiach and thus it 

is appropriate to investigate when we should expect the Mashiach to arrive.   

 

Rav Soloveitchik, though, presents another explanation for why we count the Omer upwards and not  

downwards. He cites the Ran (at the conclusion of his commentary to Masechet Pesachim) who states that in the 

absence of the Beit Hamikdash and the Korban Omer we count the Omer today to reenact the counting of days 

after we left Mitzra’im until we received the Torah. Rav Soloveitchik suggests that Hashem did not tell the Jews 

when they left Mitzra’im the precise date when they will receive the Torah. The basis for this suggestion is that 

we find that Hashem did not tell Avraham his destination when He commanded him to move to Israel and later 

to bind Yitzchak "at one of the mountains that I will show you." Similarly, Hashem does not reveal the place 

where the Beit Hamikdash will be built in Sefer Devarim. Rather, the Torah refers repeatedly to Jerusalem as 

the place that Hashem will choose. We, in turn, do not know the time when Hashem will send the Mashiach, but 

we wait patiently with great faith for his arrival. According to the Rav’s suggestion, the Jews had to count  

upwards to Matan Torah because they did not know exactly when they would receive the Torah. Today that we 

reenact our ancestors countdown to Matan Torah, we also count upwards as our forefathers did after they left 

Mitzrayim. Thereby we experience an element of uncertainty, which is an integral component of religious  

experience.  

 

 Prepared by  Devorah Abenhaim 



SERVICE TIMES 

Friday April 2 

Mincha, abridged Kabbalat Shabbat 

and Maariv 

Registration required 7:00 pm 

Candle Lighting 7:06 pm 

 

7th Day Pesach 

Shabbat April 3 

Youth led Services 

Shacharit with Shir Hashirim  

9:00 am - Registration required 

 

Mincha and Maariv  

7:10 pm - Registration required 

Candle Lighting from pre-existing 

flame After 8:11 pm 

 

8th Day Pesach 

Sunday April 4 

Shacharit/ Yizkor  

9:00 am  - Registration required 

Outdoor Yizkor only  

service (Weather permitting.  

If raining, indoors)  

11:30 am - Registration required 

Mincha and Maariv  

7:10 pm - Registration required 

Pesach ends 8:12 pm 

PLEASE DO NOT EAT OR USE 

SOLD CHAMETZ 

BEFORE 9:15 pm on April 4 

Shacharit 

Monday, Civic Holiday  

6:30 am and 8:00 am 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 

6:25 am and 8:00 am 

Thursday  

6:15 am and 8:00 am 

 

Mincha Maariv 

Monday to Thursday  

7:20 pm 

 

Accesible on Zoom  

at the same time: 

 

Friday  

7:00 pm 

 

Candle Lighting 

Friday, April 9  

7:15 pm 


