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“We felt like tiny grasshoppers, and that’s how we appeared to them!”

With this comment the spies ended their slanderous and dispiriting report about the land of Israel and its
inhabitants. This statement speaks volumes about why they were afraid to continue their destiny to inherit
the land.

The spies had no contact with the locals. The Torah records them traveling through the land, collecting a bit
of fruit, sizing up the cities and lay of the land and assessing the population. Nowhere is there any
indication of conflict or even contact. The Midrash teaches that the residents were preoccupied with their
own doings and paid no mind to the small group of travelers.

If that is the case, then how could the Israelites know how they appeared to the Canaanites? What made
them think that the residents saw them as grasshoppers?

Rabbi Efraim Davidson comments: It is simply because that is how they saw themselves. “We felt like tiny
grasshoppers.” As former slaves their view of themselves was as small and powerless. That led them to
project those feelings and perceptions upon the Canaanites. “And that’s how we appeared to them.” They
thought of themselves as weak, and therefore they were. They thus paralyzed themselves into fearful
rebellion and retreat. They forgot that it was God who fought for them against Egypt, and who would insure
their victory in Israel.

Have you ever faced a challenge and withered, feeling that you were too small or weak to succeed? It is
possible that your own self-doubt, rather than the challenge itself, kept you from succeeding. We have
enormous power to do great things. We are not too weak to make a hard marriage better. We are not so
puny that we can’t retrain ourselves toward a more lucrative career. We are not so powerless over our own
character that we can’t become spiritually elevated and highly ethical people. If you think of yourself as
weak, you certainly will be. However, if you see yourself as capable and strong, and you think big, you can
accomplish great things for yourself and for those around you.

There is a Midrash that imagines God responding to the spies: “I take no objection to your saying, ‘we
looked like grasshoppers to ourselves.’ But | take offense when you say ‘so we must have looked to them.’
How do you know how | made you look to them? Perhaps you appeared to them as an angel!"

Rabbi Salomon Gruenwald explains: "You see, according to the Midrash, God did not punish the spies for
their fear. After all, you can’t blame someone for how they honestly feel. What God objected to was how the
spies saw themselves through the eyes of the Canaanites. Their sin was to project their fears and
insecurities onto others. Their sin is was taking responsibility for their fears. And it occurs to me - thinking
about the parashah in this way — which we are all at times guilty of this sin. Often when we are afraid or
unhappy we blame others for how we feel. Perhaps it is too painful to confront our own fears and
shortcomings. So we project those feeling onto others — we blame others for our feelings or we convince
ourselves that it is only others who stand in the way of our success and happiness. | don’t mean to say that
our fears are baseless or imaginary. Like the spies, our assessment may be factually correct. And | also
don’t think that we should beat ourselves up for what we feel. After all, the spies were not condemned for
their fear or self-doubt. The sin of which we are guilty - the sin of the spies - is the sin of lacking vision. It is
a failure of imagination that leads us to blame others for our shortcomings. It is the failure to see
possibilities in the midst of great challenges."

Prepared by Devorah Abenhaim



WEEKLY BULLETIN SPONSOR

Norma Nutkevitch
and family
on the birth of
her great — grandson
Connor Whitney Parsons
and in memory of
her mother-in-law
Mary Nutkevitch Z"L

~~

Marsha Ptack
and family

in memory of
her mother

Sarah Wagner Z"L

Marsha Ptack
and family

in memory of

her husband

Irving Ptack Z"L

SPONSOR A DAY IN THE LIFE

26 Sivan
Thea & Stan Yetnikoff
in honour of
their anniversary

CONDOLENCES TO

Mina & Mark Richman
and family
on the passing of
her father
Leo Geiger Z"L

Sharon & Leon Rosenstock
and family
on the passing of
her father
Norman Weiner Z"L

MAZAL TOV TO
Birth
Drs. Barbara & Bruce Mazer
on the birth of
their grandson
Eitan Yehoshua Mazer
great grandson of
Lyn Dirnfeld and Phyllis Mazer
grandson of
Karen & Robert Goldberger
son of
Nomi & Rabbi Elan Mazer

Norma Nutkevitch
on the birth of
her great - grandson
Connor Whitney (Shmrayahu)
great - grandson of
Joan Montgomery and Reisha Sofer
grandson of
Susan & Zachary Nutkevitch
Janet Montgomery and Gregg Parsons
son of
Lauren Nutkevitch & Kevin Parsons
brother of
Madelyn Jay Parsons

IN APPRECIATION TO

Steve Farkas
for leading services
in the Main Sanctuary

Bobby Shaul
for leining
in the Main Sanctuary

Dr. Bruce Mazer
for leading services
in the Albert Spector

Ben Rubin
for leining
in the Albert Spector



Friday, June 4

Mincha, Kabbalat Shabbat
and Maariv 7:00 pm
Candle Lighting 8:20 pm

Shabbat, June 5
Shacharit 9:00 am
Mincha 8:15 pm
Shabbat Ends 9:37 pm

Shacharit

Sunday 8:00 am
Monday

6:15 am and 8:00 am
Tuesday

6:25 am and 8:00 am
Wednesday

6:25 am and 8:00 am
Thursday, Rosh Chodesh
6:05 am and 8:00 am
Friday, Rosh Chodesh
6:05 am and 8:00 am

Mincha Maariv

Sunday, June 6

to Thursday, June 10

in person and on Zoom
6:55 pm

Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/

/1860777321807

pwd=Y3lIVmxtU2050DVM

WVRMMUJoYmI2QTO09

Meeting ID: 860 7773
2180
Passcode: 444278

Friday, June 11

Mincha, Kabbalat Shabbat
and Maariv 7:00 pm
Candle Lighting 8:25 pm
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86077732180?pwd=Y3lIVmxtU2o5ODVMWVRMMUJoYml2QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86077732180?pwd=Y3lIVmxtU2o5ODVMWVRMMUJoYml2QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86077732180?pwd=Y3lIVmxtU2o5ODVMWVRMMUJoYml2QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86077732180?pwd=Y3lIVmxtU2o5ODVMWVRMMUJoYml2QT09

